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JEWISH EMANCIPATION. 


=  WuHaTEVER may have been our expectations when our last 
umber went to press, as to the extent of relief to be granted to 


the Jews in the present Session of Parliament, the question is no 
@ longer doubtful. The Minister has presfounced ; and the Muni- 
MS cipal Bill is all that is to be conceded this year. We cannot, 
Se indeed, congratulate our co-religionists upon the comprehensiveness 
of the present bill, nor can we bring ourselves to believe that the 


me Jew, who, in spite of exclusive laws, has filled the post of Sheriff | 
Me of Middlesex, will hold himself very much honoured in being — 
me qualified, even by an express legislative enactment, to fill an office | 


of minor importance. Nevertheless, we do heartily congratulate 
| our readers upon the excellent spirit in which the present measure, 


| limited as it is, has been introduced by the cabinet, and on the 
hearty welcome it has received from all parties. An improved | 
® tone of feeling, both for Jews and for Jewish claims is abroad, | 
| and has made its way to no less a personage than the Lord High — 
| Chancellor himself. Whatever may have been our surprise, we > 
= cannot suppress the delight with which we have perused the speech © 
of Lord Lyndhurst, on moving the second reading of the bill; | 


| not a single argument was put forth by the noble and Igarned 


lord which did not tell more in favour of complete emancipation, | 


than the present limited measure. We regret that our space 
prevents us from reprinting this speech, as well as the remarks of 


Lord Brougham, the Marquis of Lansdowne, Lord Campbell, and || 
| especially of the Duke of Cambridge; in which justice was done | 


to the high moral and intellectual character of the Jews, whose 
} qualities (all the speakers. admitted) rendered them eligible to 
serve their country in every eapacity. Since the third reading 
of the bill in the House of Peers, a deputation from the West 
| London Synagogue of British Jews, headed by Sir I. L. Goldsmid, 


me bas had an interview with Sir Robert Peel. We believe that the 

mm Object of this deputation was not to importune the minister to 
m- ‘xtend the benefits of the present measure, but to place before 
Be him certain facts connected with the advancement of British Jews 
in the several branches of letters and science, in the different learned || 
professions, as well as in the improvement of the worship of the | 


Synagogue, during the last few years; and thus to induce him to 


co originate, or to support in the next Session of Parliament, a bill 
~ for full and complete emancipation. We know not the results of | 
- this interview, but we hear that the gentlemen forming the depu-— 


tation, have every reason to be well satisfied. _ 
An opinion prevails that the Board of Deputies petitioned for 


Municipal Rights only. ‘This is by no means true: they placed 
m the question upon a broad and general basis, and no doubt, regret 


that so small a portion of their claims have been satisfied. We 
eel convinced that the member of the Board of Deputies echo (as 


we fully do) the 
Monteagie, on behalf of Sir Isaac Lyon Goldsmid and others ;* 


at whilst the Jews acquiesce in the present bill, they only re-— 


*elve it as an instalment of their rights; vill re- 
s; and that they will re- 
Pectfully y 
ye until they be placed u 1 footing with the rest of 
We os | pon an equal footing with the rest 0 
® Vide “Morning Chronicle” of Tuesday last. 


sentiments of the petition presented by Lord 


press their claims upon the legislature from time to— 


rided at his most venerable insignia of his faith, restrained in his 


SHYLOCK AND THE MERCHANT OF VENICE, oh 


(FROM THE GERMAN.) 


A very frequent visitor of theatres has observed, that the 
performance of “ Hamlet” always draws numbers of the Jews to 
the house, which he accounts for by their speculative spirit, which 


_ will not allow the opportunity of seeing the performance of two 


pieces for the pay of a single admission, to pass by without avail- 
ing themselves of it. But even for the enemies of the Jews did — 
this immortal poet provide ; and the “* Merchant of Venice” affords 
them, besides the noble enjoyment of the Shaksperian creation, 
the especial pleasure of seeing their deepest emotions, their inner-— 


| most thoughts, so livelily represented, so correctly delineated upon 


the stage, as their deficient capacities never could succeed to pro-— 
duce. What a Jew! What an unfathomed abyss of wickedness! 
What a feast of diabolical dialect! Surely the dropped crumbs — 


of this feast could sufficiently provide for thousands of modern 
-Eisenmengers and Journalism, in order to serve as a relief to— 
| their poverty and as a cover to their bareness. This Shylock is not — 


one of the crowd, as Lichtenberg observes, who can preach for _ 
hours on the virtue of a gilt chain wrought of brass; nay, he 
stands there unparalleled, the hero of the most callous deliberate 
cruelty. We do not discover in him a hot temper, which punishes © 
violently and precipitately, the deep-felt offence; but a certain 


system of the most fiendish calculation, which by means of cold 


reason is very minutely carried into effect. Not only the law, but 


| Justice speaks for him, according to his conviction. ‘ He, who- 
| soever injures me, him I will likewise injure; he who seeks my 
destruction, him will I annihilate whenever it is in my power, 

| The villany you teach me, I will execute.” Thus sound his in- 


fernal ethics; and it cannot be denied, terror was instilled in 
him, and terrific will be his actions. Scorned, disrespected, de-— 


lawful, and also, in his opinion, honourable trade, he thinks to ac- 


| complish something great, to achieve some noble feat, when, in — 


compliance with the request of his chief adversary, he at the 
same time compels him to sign a humiliating bond. Surely, 


nothing more was intended in this fateful ¢lanse, at the moment 


when the loan was made: for more than that was it purposed by — 
neither of the parties, else would Bassanio have been still worse 
than Shylock, and Antonio a nauseous fool, who could excite no 
participation. Even Shylock requires no moré; he was scorned 
at, and therefore will scorn: but 3000 ducats have still more 


value for him than Antonio's ruin. But Satat well understands 
how to twist from a hair the thickest cable. Misfortane follows © 


upon misfortune ; the only daughter and the precious turquoise are— 
carried off: the father himself has promoted it by the money, 

which, as suspected (for who is oppressed and’ not suspicious), — 
was borrowed only for this purpose. But is this pure accidental 


misfortune? nothing but frivolous scorn, nothing but maticious 


mantle falls from off this cold statue, and at once it appears un- 


seoff, instead of support and participation, is his share; and, as 
some acrid dessert, after this bitter meal of wretchedness, he acci-— 


dentally perceives that even his whole property is threatened by 
Antonio, the originator of his mi ut, lo! on a sudden the | 
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or hatred towards the Jews actuated our poet in the permutatio, 
of the characters. It were indeed a heavy crime to place the 
highly gifted poet in an equal category with a wretched pack of 
barking blood-hounds. Nay, a more sublime end he had in viey 
It needs no particular illustration, that were this event repre. 
sented on the stage as it really occurred, it would have failed jy 
all its dramatic effect.* __ 
It is true that a Christian entertained such a cruelty, but its 
possibility can only be credited in a Jew. And how welcome 
must it have been to the well-known irony of our poet, to exclaim 
to his audience in this representation, “Lo! that which yoy 
would shudder at, that which you could only believe as possible 
of a Jew, a Christian thought to do.’ And how different mug 
have been the reflection of the audience at the court of Elizabeth 
from our modern ones, when, at one of the greatest German 
courts, during the representation of this piece, they whispered from 
one box to another, ‘‘ Where is the Baron ? ‘Why is the Baron not 
in the theatre to night?” This allusion was made to a Jewish 
Baron, who, as was supposed, used his greatest influence to stifle 
this piece in the green-room. Thanks to Providence that his 
efforts proved fruitless! He will easily have compensation in 
his operations on the Rialto. But we will not agree to any cur. 
tailment in the noble enjoyment of science, and, should even a 
sterner reflection crowd upon our mind, we will commune with our 
heart—there are men in every creed and persuasion who may be 
rebuked with the words of the prophet,—* With their mouth and 
| with their lips they do honour me; but have removed their heart 
| far from me’ (Isaiah xxvii. 13), Ae 


covered, striking terror to our sight. ‘‘ He shall be careful with 
his bond.’” These words fully shew that the fiend has burst 
forth, and we shudder at the contemplation, how lowly and 
wretchedly man must sink, how inextricably man must be en- 
trapped in the snare of Satan, without the divine grace of reve- 
lation, without the religion of human charity, which so empha- 
tically teaches, ‘‘ If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to 
eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink’’ (Prov. xxv. 
21). To think and act as Shylock, this first-born of Satan, we 
need but to turn a deaf ear to the word of God and an invigo- + 
rated will to carry out that which appears to be most profitable — 
to our egotism. 
The source from which the poet drew the part of this piece 
_has,.as far as my knowledge goes, nowhere been published, al- 
though I communicated it some years ago to a translator of Shak-— 
spear into the Upper Silesian dialect, and to a very intellectual 
dramatical critic ; which excites in me almost a suspicion that....; 
but both men are in the land of truth, and, as the dead cannot — 
justify themselves, they ought therefore not to be accused :* and 
thus be it once more published in your much read and learned — 


Gregorio Leti, biographer of Sixtus V., in his 11th book of the | 
history of that Pope, which abounds with delightful and learned | 
—elucidations, relates several instances of that Pope’s strictest ad- | 
ministration of justice. Among others, the following history is 
most minutely and fully stated. In the year 1587, as supposed — 
about ten years before the production of this piece, Paul Mario 
Sechi, a respected and rich Roman merchant, gained information 
that the Admiral. Francis Drake had conquered St. Domingo, | 


where he made great booty. This news he communicated to a 
Jewish merchant, Simono Ceneda, to whom this event, either 
actually seemed incredible, or who, for some reason, feigned it so 
—in a word, he most stubbornly disputed the truth of this report, 


and after repeatedly protesting the contrary, said, ‘‘ 1 bet a pound || 


of my flesh that the report is untrue ;” ‘ And I lay a thousand 


-scudi against it,’”’ rejoined the Christian, who, in a most strange | 
and haughty temper, caused a bond to be drawn up, signed by — 


‘two witnesses, a Jew anda Christian, to the effect, that in case 
_ the report should prove untrue. then the Christian merchant, 


_ Sig. Paul Mario Sechi, is bound to pay to the Jewish merchant — 


the sum of one thousand scudi, and, on the other hand, if the 
truth of this news be confirmed, the Christian merchant, Sig. 

Paul Mario Sechi, is justified and empowered to cut with his own 
hand, with a well-sharpened knife, a pound of the Jew’s fair flesh 
of that part of the body it might please him. | pees 


The truth of Sir Francis Drake’s success soon transpired to be 
beyond doubt, and the Christian merchant demanded the fulfil- 
ment of his bond. In vain did the Jew offer him 1000 scudi for 
‘the reparation of that which he staked. The pious Christian 
swore that the bond must be carried out, and had almost chosen 


a part of the body, which, as our learned and,impartial biographer || 


says, decency forbids to mention, but will easily be guessed. In 
_ the anguish of his soul the Jew ran to the Governor, by whose 


intercession he thought to persuade the Christian merchant to — 


~aecept the 1000 scudi, The Governor, however, reported this 
strange affair to the Pope, who, as might be well imagined, under- 
_ took the part of our poet’s Portia, which will certainly not so 
much engage the spectators nor turn out so gratifying to the con- 
version society, as the severe judge does not pronounce “ the con- 
version of the Jew,” but condemns both parties to the galleys, 
from which they could only be ransomed by paying the fine of 
2000 scudi each to the hospital of the Sixtine bridge. 

That Shakspear had in mind this event, which had but recently 
taken place, and which is so closely connected with a national 
event, in which the greatest man of his country acts the hero, 
no one will doubt. But Iam at liberty to question, that malice 


* Av ancient proverb of the Talmudists, pR— 


LATOR. 


“ Do not assail the lion when he is dead” (Treatise Gittin, fo. 83).—TRANS:. 


he omen of Israel; or, Characters and Sketches from. the 
- Holy | Scriptures. : By Grace Aguilar. Nos. 9 & 10. London : 
Groombridge. 


Or the continuation of Miss Aguilar’s “ Women of Israel” we 
can only repeat the favourable opinion which we gladly recorded 
of the earlier numbers of this highly instructive work.+ We 
doubt whether the biography of “the Women of Israel” bas ever been 

treated with equal skill: we feel satisfied that our literature cannot 
boast of a work.in which this subject is made an educational means 

| of such efficacy as it is destined to become by placing the attractive 

_ pages of Miss Aguilar in the hands of the daughters of Israel. The 
fourth period, concluded in the tenth number, carries “us through 

the eventful times of Michal, Abigail, the Shunammite, and & 
Huldah, followed by a very impressive chapter on “female in- & 

fluence,’”’ which bespeaks a thorough acquaintance with the heart, 
and with the duties of woman. The preceding numbers pourtray 
the characters of Eve, Sarah, Rebeccah, Leah and Rachel, Jo- 
chebed, Miriam, Deborah, wife of Manoah, Naomi (and Ruth), 
and Hannah, all replete with interest, and drawn in a masterly 
style. With a tact which deserves high commendation, the fait 
authoress pre-supposes in the reader a knowledge of Bible history 
only, and keeps aloof from all affectation of a recondite erudition, 
which would be unprofitable in a work intended to cultivate and 
to refine the mind by plain deductions from the hallowed maxims 
of Scripture, and by an appeal to the nobler feelings of our com- 
mon human nature. The life of Ruth presents such a picture of 
feminine affection as none but the mind of an accomplished 
woman could conceive ; and it possesses the rare merit of col 
bining with the loftiness of poetical thought the touching si™ 

plicity of scriptural truth.t 


* An idea of a famous Hebrew classical writer of the middle age: who 
says, 1212 beauty of the poem is jts invention. (773™ 
)—TRANSLATOR. | 

+ See our former notice in No. 10. | 

t The term Hagiography, applied by Miss Aguilar to the first prophets 
(Period III., page 372) is not current among theologians. The Hagiogré t | 
mand, comprise, in the Jewish canon, the Psalms, Proverbs, Job, 5o0g° 
Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nehem!™ 


| and Chronicles. 
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1910? INDO PNY* 13 
RABBI CHISDAI BEN ISAAC.* 
TENTH CENTORY.t+ 
pROM HIS LETTER TO THE KING OF THE KOSARITES, 

(Translated from the Hebrew.) t 


Tue name of the land in which we are sojourning, is in the hol 
language Sepharad (190), and in the language of the Ishmae- 
\ites—the inhabitants of the lamd—Al] Andalus, and the name of 
the capital of the kingdom is Kordova. oe 

The name§ of the king who reigns over us is Abd al Rahman, 
son of Mohamed, son of Abd al Rahman, son of Hakhem, son of 
Haschem, son of Abd al Rahman; all of whom have reigned 
successively, except Mahomed, the father of our king, who did 
not succeed to the throne, having died during the life of his 
father. || 


‘And when the kings of the earth heard of his greatness and of | 


his might, they sent him presents, and supplicated his countenance 


a by gifts and precious things. Among them was the German king 


 * The full name of the writer, according to the acrostics of the letter, is. 


7 Chisdai bar (son of) Jitzchak bar Esra bar 


 Shafrut. (Rabbi Abraham ben David) in his abapm (book 


of tradition) calls him x*win Rabbi Chisdai the Prince. Eben Djoldjol 
| (according to Abdallatif, ed. de Sacy, p. 497) makes mention of the physician 
i Hasdai ben Bascrout Israili, which reminds de Sacy of Chisdai, ‘ qui 
pourroit bien avoir vécu au tems de Haser lidin Allah,” and Conde (History 
| of the Government of the Moors, i. 426) mentions among the favourites 
of Abd-Orrahman, one Iza bar Ishak, vizier and physician. . name 


+ Buxtorf was the first who, through the misunderstanding of a passage 
inthe (book Jochasin) manifested an obstinate scepticism re- 
fe garding this document, the author of which is carried down by some to the || 


ay eleventh, and by some even to the fourteenth century. Basnage seemed 


eee already inclined (Histoire des Juifs, v. p. 1546, seq.) to acknowledge its au- | 
thenticity from internal causes, but could not catch the historical resting point. 
Be The shrewd Baratier, however (Voyages de Rabbi Benjamin, ii. p, 286, seq.), |} 


who first understood to correct the mistake above mentioned, and was thus 


able properly to state the period of Chisdai, would, no doubt, have ac- 
fee knowledged the whole truth, had it not been for his prejudice always to 
® look upon every Jewish author as a “‘ faussaire.”’ 


: It is therefore the more 
@ striking that even after that, the author of the letter to the king of the 
@ Khosarites, is mistaken for that of the book Cozri, and the grossest errors as 
® to the two authors still prevail. D’Herbelot (Art, Khosar) relates the history 
@ of the Khosarites according to Oriental aufhors, at the end of which he 
@® Mentions the king Cozri, ‘qui se convertit a la religion juive par Jes 
eee futretiens qu’il eut avec un docteur juif nommé Rabbi Jehuda, &c.” (who 


was converted to the Jewish religion by the controversy which he had with | 


ig Jewish doctor, of name Rabbi Juda), and Karamsin, whose merit in this 
mee respect is rather exaggerated by Jost, says in his History of the Russian 
me pire (ii. 16), “In the year 1140, Rabbi Jehuda, a Hebrew Levite ['], 
“Wrote a panegyric ‘on a Khosaric ruler and co-religionist.” True, Jost at last 
(eclares for the genuineness of the letter (History of the Israelites vi,119,seq.), 


me act leaves many details to be surmised, speaks of names entirely unknown, | 


: | Yad of others which might, perhaps, be deciphered by comparison. But 
ke only are the whole contents of the letter true (as the following notes 


Will illustrate) and confirmed by historical evidence, but even all the names | 


. a) Places occurring therein, as well as in the answer of the king of the 
ay Khosarites, may be traced back to Massudi and Ibn Haukal, the contempo- 
ae of our Chisdai. A complete enlightening of this subject may be 
: 7 dati Munk, who has promised an essay on the same. [We believe 
Pn, 1. Cia] has been fulfilled, but we have not seen the essay alluded to.— 
i We preferred also in the translation of this highly valuable document, 


paar to the original rather than elegance of style. For the instruc- 
1 cont 


2 es divine and historian—we are indebted to a German edition containing 


ese extracts, by the indefatigable Mr. Ascher of Berlin. — 
Be one rate appear two fragments aS an introduction to the third and greater 
4 re eh Rabbi Chisdai narrates his efforts to enter into a connection 

the king of the Khosarites. 
hay should have almost thought this statement to be quite clear and 
Oe tic ol fave the original it is added, that this king was the eighth (of 
ee doubt thar es), and bore the title Emir al Mumainu, which leaves no 
LOWever mone ‘out Abd Orrahman the Third, is here spoken of. De Sacy, 
who to be uncertain about it (vide note 1), and Mr. Carmoli, 
ent from under the reign of Abd Orrahman II., as tt 1s evt- 
me of the a. title of two pamphlets advertised on the cover of the edition 
Otto th mentioned in our former number, 

© the Greek (who did not adopt the title of emperor till the year 


ained in the copious notes attached to this extract—instructive to. 


(129WN s5n),@] and the king of Gebaline, which is Al Zeka- | 


-—ehandise. 


| lab ;* and the king of Constantine, + and other kings. Through my 


hands their presents are forwarded, and through my hands the 
favors in return are effected. My lips are overflowing with 
praise to the God of the heavens, who inclined to me his merev, 
not 6n account of my righteousness, but in the fullness of his 
coinpassion. 

And of all-these ambassadors, the bearers of the presents, I 
continually make enquiry concerning our brethren of Israel, the 
remnant of the captivity, whether they have heard tidings con-— 
cerning those who were left under the oppression of bondage, and 
who could not find rest. Until at last, the ambassadors of Cho- 
rassan, the merchants, brought me information, stating that there 
was an empire of Jews who called themselves by the name of Al 
Khosar. But I believed not their words, because I thought they 
only told me so to please me, and to find favour with me. Thus 
was | perplexed in this matter, until arrived the messengers of 


Constantine with presents, and a letter from their king to our ~ 


king. I then interrogated them touching this affair, and they 


answered me, that the thing was indeed true; that the name of 


the empire was Al Khosar, and that between Al Constantine and 
their land there was fifteen days voyage by the sea. By land, 


however, said they, there were many nations between us; the 
name of the king that reigned was Joseph, and ships come to us — 


from their land, and bring fish and skins} and all kinds ‘of mer- 
c And they are in brotherly ‘union with us, and are 
honoured by us, and embassies and presents are interchanged 
between us and. them; they have power, and strength, and armies, 


| who at times go forth. And I, when [ heard this thing, grew full 
of courage; my hands were strengthened, and my hopes con- 
|| firmed, and I bowed and worshipped to the God of the Heavens, | 


Ces (.To be continued.) 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


In reference to the previously rejected article by your Jewish con-. 
temporary, relative to the mal-administration of the affairs of the 
—Israelitish Congregations, the insertion of which in your popular Jour- 


nal, tends to encourage a hope that you will endeavour to find space. 
forthe remarks presumed to interest, at least, a portion of your numerous 
readers. The manner of obliquely addressing ‘ta member” of the New — 
Synagogue, St. Helen’s, in justification of the non-imsertion of thesubject 


| adverted to by the Editor of the ‘ Voice of Jacob,” appears strikingly. 


confirmatory of the laaity of independent spirit with which that perio- 


| dical is conducted. Such unseemly and contemptuous strictures must 
elicit the indignation of all reasonably thinking persons,, With all this, 
and at the risk of incurring the displeasure of the anonymous Editor, 


or of even being considered fastidious, I cannot refrain noticing an 


absurdity so flagrantly subversive of the character and spirit of a 


Jewish place of worship, as the special performance of certain pieces 
of music, adapted to favour the views of the manager of a great national 
theatre. Iallude to the recently musical performance arranged on the 
Sabbath eve in the New Synagogue. If this is not within the precincts 
of a temple of worship, and at such a period desecrating the sanctity of 


the holy Sabbath, and where solemnity and devotion, divested of all 


and every mundane sentiment, ought to prevail, I confess myself pal- 
pably in error with respect to the object and intent of the original pur- 


962) sent 957 ambassadors to Abd Orrahman, but who, owing to various _ 
diplomatic difficulties, did not receive an interview till two years after 
(Aschbach’s History of the Ommajijades, ii, p. 99, seq.). By the mentioning 
of this circumstance, the period of the document before us is therefore con- 
fined within a few years, since the reign of Abd Orrahbman exteuds no farther — 
down than to the year 961. : 

* Slavonia, always called by Ibn Haukal se>opw and by Massudi 3K PY, 
but at that time of much greater extent than the province which at pre- 
sent bears that name (Ibn Haukal, ed. useley, p. 10; D'Ohsson, Des Feu- 
ples de Caucase, p. 85, 237). The mission to Abd Orrahman is mentioned 
by Murphy (History of the Mahometan Empire in Spain, p- 101) ; Other 
embassies arrived, .... one from the king of the Slavonians, called Ducu, 


+ Constantine IX. sent 949 ambassadors to Cordova (Aschbach, i. p. 95), 
Ebn Djoldjol (Abdallatif, p, 496) | 
co-regent with his father, June 945, which 
several valuable medical writings, 


acquires great merit. ses 
: Rasactine the trade ef the Khosarites vide Stuve’s Trade and Trafhe of 


the Arabs. 


also mentions a mission of Romanus 1]. 
among other presents brought 
for the explanation of which R. Chisdai 
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_ poses to which our synagogues were dedicated. It is approximating 
very closely to an operatic display, and I will venture to assert, that I 
am not solo in feeling indignant at such perversions of propriety and 
decorum. | 
These are my views, and I fearlessly submit them to the consideration 
of your numerous patrons. | 
y the way, I have also to censure the management of the Jews’ 
and General Literary and Scientific Institution, for countenancing the 
ci-devant great vocalist, who is imputed to be a renegade from our 
holy faith. Is this not a sacrifice of principle, by pampering the taste 
of some members, and if such proceedings are to continue, consistency 
cannot be expected to 


Hall Institution. VINDEX. 


P.S. Please to notice this Errata—for appropriate, in Vindex’s last 


article, read wnappropriate. eS 
JEWS IN RUSSIA. 
| To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 2 
Sin,—The progress of civilisation must afford an unspeakable 


pleasure to every one who sympathises with the happiness of his | 


fellow-creature, and as much again when we observe the first step 
taken’ towards humanising the Jewish people by a monarch, who 


has hitherto spared no means to prosecute them with cruelty and 


_ barbarousness. A shade of justice has latterly been permitted to 
pass into the metropolis of Russia, where its virtue was partly 

recognised by the autocrat, as you will perceive, by the transla- 
tion which I beg leave to enclose for your service. = 
However little this shade of justice may appear 


Wir hoffen immer, und in allen Dingen > 

Ist besser hoffen als verzweifeln. Denn ~ 
kann das Mogliche berechnen? 
Manchester, March 11,1845. RHEINLAENDER, 
Translation of an article in the Augsburg Gazette of March 2. 


Petersburgh, 15th February, . . . The last number of our official || 
Gazette contains an order abolishing the peculiar laws of the Jews | 
residing in Russia, and subjecting them in future to the general 


laws of the Empire. They are henceforth to obey, and be subject 
to, the civil regulations of the immediate jurisdiction where they 
- dwell, be it in cities or in the country, with the exception of the 


Jews living—1. In Riga, and some other towns of Courland, who | 


enjoy particular privileges. 2. In Siberia, where the Jews have 


particular laws. Further are excepted, 3. The Karaites; and || 


4. The agricultural Jews, who have their own laws. 


As soon as this order comes into operation, none of the Jews’ pe- 
culiar laws or formalities will be validthat deviate from the general ||. 
ones; and their pending cases must be delivered to the town coun- | 


_cils, who are obliged to keep a “family register”* of the Jews of 
. their jurisdiction, stating each one’s pursuit. — ee 


‘Should any Jew change his trade or residence, it is to be noted. 


in that “ family register,” in order to enable the government to 
get at any time precise information as to his condition and his 


abode ; these family registers are to be renewed every two years. © 


The Jews are to pay no other imposts or taxes but those paid by 
every other subject of the state :¢ without command of the district 
government, no others shall be asked of them, 


OBITUARY. | 
It is our painful duty to announce the decease of Mr. G. P. 


- Baypes, professor of languages, and an excellent Talmudist, who || 


departed this life at Birmingham, where he latterly resided, on 
the 25th ult. 


* Io case you should publish this order, | beg to observe, for the cas | 
information of your readers, that this caution, to keep a ‘‘ family register,”’ 


is quite in accordance with Russian policy and liberty. | 

+ This is a new specimen of legislation. The Emperor engages to levy 
no other imposts or taxes of the Jews—but here he leaves it in the power of 
his servants to do otherwise (should they think proper), Can such a mode 
of legislating be beneficial or satisfactory ? ee 
* Kine Versohnung 
Ist keine, die das Herz nicht ganz befreit. 
Ein Tropfen Hass, der in dem Freudenbecher 
Zurickbleibt, macht den Siegestrank zum Gift.” 


prevail in the superintendance of your Sussex | 


| at first sight, I 
hope it will not be undervalued, because it emanates from a quarter 
whence we had to anticipate any thing but such an equalisation of - 

the Jews, and which, I fancy, is a mere preliminary to further ones. 


an American Jewish periodical. 


|  [ADVERTISEMENT.] 

[The willingness with which we have allowed the use of our 
columns for the discussion of the movement in the Burton-stree 
Synagogue, sufficiently proves the deep interest which we fog 
and which, we are confident, the majority of our readers feel, in 
the proper estimation, and the thereon dependent speedy remoyg) 
of the differences that have, for a season, unhappily divided the 
congregation of Yeshurun in this metropolis. | 
It is therefore hoped, that the insertion of the following com. 
prehensive letter by ‘‘a member of the Burton-street Congrega. 
tion’ (whose integrity and philanthropy are admitted and respected 
even by those most violently opposed to his religious views) ag ap 
advertisement, will not be construed into a relaxation of intereg 
on our part, in the question itself: but a Journal limited to eigh 
small pages, cannot possibly allot more than a proportionate 
amount of space within its general columns, to any one question, 
however important that may be to a portion of the public. Oy 


sense of impartiality dictates the admission of controversial papers 


on religious questions arising within our body, before the tribunal 


|| of our readers; but should such contributions be more copious 
| than is compatible with our sense of justice towards other matters 


of no less weight, they will have to appear in Supplements, to be 


| paid for as Advertisements.—Ep. JEwisH CHRON.] 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. — 
‘S1r,—Convinced as I am, that the cause of truth and justice 


sustained, and is still sustaining, great: injury from the almost 


total ignorance which pervades the Jewish mind, on the extent of 
the civil and religious injuries inflicted on, as well as on the sco 
of the excommunication issued by, the late Chief Rabbi against 


| the Burton-street Congregation, I should deem it culpable silence, & 
| were I longer to delay placing before my brethren of the hous § 
|| of Israel, a condensed history of the proceedings alluded to, as 
contained in my letter of the 10th September, 1844, addressed to 


my friend, the Rev. Mr. Leeser, the able Editor of the a Occident,” 


= Portions of this letter, which I was incautious enough to read 
to the Editor of the “ Voice of Jacob,’”’ speak in uncaustic terms 


of burning things; but the Editor, in my opinion, though not 
enjoined to secresy, was tacitly bound, as Editor, not to know 
aught of my letter, till the whole was before the Jewish public 
Had the Editor spoken merely from the extracts of. my letter 


which appear in the ‘ Occident,” there would have been no antl 
-cipation of “ a well-spiced chapter of grievances ;” no expression 


of “firebrand ;” but, with all the Editor’s pre-knowledge, the 
vaticinations of the “ Voice” will be found singularly wn-prophetie. 
A perusal of my letter, its date, its being addressed to a gentle. 
man in America, and not intended for publication, must point out 


the manifest injustice of the Editor in applying to my letter the 
-prejudice-engendering phrase of “ad captandum vulgus.”* | 
am always thankful to the Editor when he says anything kind 
| of us; but, by an infelicitous consistency, he always contrives 10 
| neutralise the good by saying something ill-natured, and no 
|| always with sufficient attention to the truth of his allegations. — 


My letter, as I have said, speaks of burning things, of events 
which will leave an indelible stain on the future pages of Anglo 
Jewish history ; still, if 1 may judge by the feelings which guided 
my pen, I do not think there will be found in my letter one I 
temperate expression. I can hardly expect this will be the opini0 
of those who have been the prima mobile of the events I have 
narrated ; but I appeal with confidence to my brethren in gevé 
ral, and ask, whether, under all the circumstances of the case; ™Y 
letter is not mild and temperate? I further ask them, whether 
after three years’ persecution, condemned by men who amalgama 
in themselves the frightfully unconstitutional functions of judges 
jurors, and accusers ; without even calling on the accused to 
fend themselves—whether, after all this, 1am to be pen-felter 
and denied the right of laying before my co-religionists the dit 


* A bait thrown out to gain the plaudits of a mob. 
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AND WORKING MAN'S FRIEND. 


passionate statement of grievances contained in the following 
tter. | 

-s prevent misconception, I beg to observe, that not an indivi- 

dual out of my family had the slightest cognisance of the commu- 

nication in question, consequently, the individual responsibility of 

‘ts contents rests with myself. I remain, Sir, your obedient 

servant, Bo R. 
London, 18th March, 1845. 


| London, September 10th, 1844. 
RevEREND AND DEAR Sir,—Your favour, 24th June, reached 
me in Devonshire, where I have been residing some months with 
my family ; and as your letter did not call for a prompt reply, I 
have deferred addressing you till after my return to London, which 
was not till Friday last. A 
[am much surprised and disappointed at your having closed 


the columns of the “ Occident” against my communication; and J 


really cannot bring my mind to acquiesce in the cogency of the 


f reasons you assign for this exercise of your editorial prerogative. 


I certainly availed myself of the argumentum ad hominem: but, 
irrespective of Mr. Carillon, I consider the question of the 
double festivals of vital importance to Jews in general, and 
eminently entitled to the privileges of fair, temperate, dis- 
cussion; features not lost sight of, I hope. in my treatment 
of the matter. I grant that you have a right to be cautious 
what articles you admit into your paper; but Mo you not think, 
Sir, that this kind of censorship should be exercised less ri- 


§ gidly where there is but one press, and when the appeal to its 
columns comes from the accused? Moreover, my letter, except on 
one point, is merely elucidatory, and affords proof incontestable that | 
we never entertained the thought of repudiating the wearing of | 
= Tephillin, or denying the authority of the Traditions. The only 


debateable point then, in my letter, relates to our abrogation of the 
double festivals; and pardon me for saying I really do not see 
that there would have been any exuberant indulgence, had the 


me “Occident” lent its columns to our defence of that measure, espe- 
me cially as it forms the most jutting point of difference between us 
m= andour brethren, I admit that, in a worldly point of view, it 
me would have been better not to abrogate these supplemental days; | 
Sy but in questions purely religious, “ the philosophy of expediency” — 
§ should have no weight. And now, to convince you that my letter 
= isnot burdened with supererogatory refutation, I have only to 
® refer youto the ‘* Voice of Jacob,” No. 80, where you will see that 
® “Quizinus” has published in a pamphlet, not only the two menda- 
B “tes my letter so incontestably disproves, but has added another 
Pious falsehood, namely, our ‘‘non-commemoration of the destruc- 
® ‘on of the Holy Temple.’’—Sir, every action of our blessed syna- 


gogue is a living refutation to these and a host of other calumnies; 


= dT would say to their base originators (in ‘which category I do 


hot rank * Quizinus”),* that “lying is to manifest a contempt of 


dl God.” These Hydra-headed falsehoods have had an inglorious 
® “tality ; and these it is that encourage “ Christians in their expec- 


tations of our religious union with them:” but I am acquainted 


our synagogue, Christians, lay and clerical, utterly despair of ever 
Making converts, | agree with you, that those who understand 


- = their system of religion,” do not look upon these double festivals: 


otherwise than as human institutions: but the ignorant, who 


Constitute the far greater portion of every community, do believe 


a a supplemental days to be invested with divine authority ; and 
BE : delusion is kept up by those who do know “their system of | 
om sion; and Mr. Simonson’s pamphlet is written expressly to 


di from Holy Writ, that God commands the celebration of 
nese festivals, My humble letter to the * Occident” is, I con- 


“a my letter to the “ Voice,” dated 20th September, the following ex- 
that re occurs, when speaking of the false charges of “ Quizinus’—* not 
impute to the writer wilful misrepresentation.” In a private com- 


Municati 
- eee to the Editor, same date as above, I say, “The originators of 


arent (which I du not believe ives to be) should be re- 


4 with facts, which authorise me to say, that from the members of || 


* Occident.”’ 


ceive, an antidote to the poison of this doctrine ; for, feeble as is 


my pen, there is a vital spark in truth that no hair-splitting 
casuistry can destroy. I trust you will pardon this prolix explan- 
ation of my reasons for wishing-you had inserted my letter, and 


_ why I consider your rejection of it a departure from that uniform 


impartiality which had heretofore distinguished the pages of the 


out. [am aware of the opinion you so long ago expressed to 
Mr. Henriques, on the abolition of the second-day festivals; but 
I would entreat your attention to the important difference between 
us and congregations already existing. In the latter case, the 
religious scruples of others are entitled to consideration ; in the 
former, the whole Congregation agree to the measure. I would 
further urge, but as a minor consideration, that as we have avoided 


repetitions in our prayers, we could not, without great inconsis- 
tency, have repeated them for hours during these second-day fes- 
tivals, I know you will say we require spiritual authority for the — 
_abscission of these days, and I admit the desirability of such — 
authority ; but its utter unattainableness is manifest, as our oracles _ 
| here, both lay and clerical, say the power resides solely in a 
Sanhedrin! ‘This same doctrine, want of plenary power in any 
|| existing body, is brought forward in opposition to other reforms 
‘of which our public worship stands so much in need, especially, a_ 

revision of the Prayer-books : but these wise men will yield no- 

thing to the spirit of the age; and, owing to this indomitable ob- | 
_ stinacy, men are driven to take reform into their own hands. A 

properly constituted synod, for the purposes I have named, would — 
be one of the greatest blessings to our nation; would prevent — 
apostasy, and also promote uniformity of worship. I am aware — 


that we require master-spirits to work out this regeneration ; but 


nothing worthy the name of reform will be achieved, unless the 


Prayer-books be revised and curtailed. 


“We want union, union!” you exclaim. My worthy Sir, do 
not let us cheat our understandings by mere sound ; for if we take 


a religiously philosophic view of the adhesive elements of this 


lauded union, we shall arrive at the melancholy truth of its being 
compound of hot puritanism, cold indifference, and a very small 
residuum of rational piety. There may be expediency in this union ; 
| but as it gives no spirituality to our worship, I see no holiness in 

'| the alliance. _ A little wholesome agitation were better than the 
| repose of this union, which reminds me of the curse of the calm 

the Dead Sea.* “Mourn not then, Sir, over our severance 
|| from this union ; but grieve at its necessity, and let me join in 


your lamentation. Sir, the very intensity of our attachment to 
our holy blessed religion, and desire of its perpetuity, have caused 


the dissolution of this union. Many of the founders of our syna- 
gogue—men far advanced in the autumn of life, and of staid 
religious habits—these and others of our congregation wished to 


see something done calculated to inspire a well-grounded hope 


that our children would continue steadtast in their parent’s creed. 


This, under God’s blessing, we have accomplished, and death will 
have one pang less for me! Sir, I address you—a pious, learned 
minister of our church—with all the reverence due to the majesty 
of truth. 


we have done nothing but what we thought essential to improve 
our public worship—that we have given strength to the weak in 
faith, and caused the discontinuance of the desecration of the 
Sabbath. We have kept a happy middle course, avoiding alike 
the Seylla of bigotry—the Charybdis of infidelity. Happy, happy 
for Israel, were every synagogue conducted as is ours, where the 
pure word of God—frequently enforced and illustrated from the 


writings of our sages—is preached, and where the soul throughout 


* « The storms of the Atmosphere are not more necessary to the economy 
of our globe, than are the tempests of thought to human society. There, as 


every where, it is movement which preserves, and rest which destroys.” 


(Vinet, Essai sur la Manifestation des Convictions Religieuses.) 
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I, however, regret‘your determination the less, as 
_ the letter is to appear in the “ Voice” after the holidays ; and you 
will see that I have omitted the objectionable word you pointed 


I call on you then, in her sacred name, to believe that | 
we have not been actuated by any abstract love of reform—that 
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_. discussions tending to excite and foster ill feelings. - 
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JEWISH CHRONICLE. — 


the service breathes a spiritual atmosphere! The merit is also 
ours, of having given a death-blow to the only specious reason 
assigned for reading portions of our prayers in the vernacular 
tongue of each country. With us the study of Hebrew is as 
much an element of education as the fashionable languages, music, 
drawing, &c.; for we hold it more essential that our daughters 
should be rational beings, than accomplished ladies. 


said the lunacy—of addressing God in a language not understood ! 
Further, the whole of our congregation, though some live at great 
distances, assemble before the service commences ; and throughout 
the service the utmost devotion prevails, As regards the confirm- 
ation of both sexes, I verily believe J. K. G. of Boston,* would 
see all he desiderates on that head fully carried out in our syna- 
gogue. Again, in our synagogue there is no more distinction 


between rich and poor than in the grave: wealth should have no - 


immunity in the temple of God. Since our synagogue has been 
established (January, 1842), we have not made a single alteration ; 
nor does there exist the remotest intention of making any; our 
reform, thereforé, speaking humanly, may be said to be final. 
‘Looking, then, to the fruits already produced by this reform, can 
I—dare I, think it unacceptable to God? It forms a new and 


glorious epoch in our spiritual existence—tends to make us better | 


in every relation of life; and it has awakened in our souls a deeper 
love of our holy religion. 


You entreat me to assist in healing the breach unfortunately | 
existing. Would to heaven it were in my power to do so without 


-compromise’of principle! The statement I am about to place 


before you, will prove, that had we not desired peace, the laws of || 


our country would have been appealed to. by us long since. 


Enormous injury, both civil and religious, has been inflicted upon | 
us; and so far from doing anything to widen the unfortunate | 
_ breach, our conduct has been so passive as actually to berder on | 
pusillanimity ; and while we have thus acted, not a leaf of the | 


olive-branch has been held out to us! And now, 1 beseech you, 


in the name of the God of justice and truth—attributes so entirely | 


lost sight of by our saintly persecutors—to listen attentively to our 


grievances. ‘Io enable you to do this the more easily, I will give | 


you a succinct history of events as they arose, premising that the 


only forinal seceders amongst us are the gentlemen who were 
members of the Portuguese Synagogue. These gentlemen, having || 


- fought the battle of reform for some years to no purpose, and a 


synagogue being absolutely required at the west end of the town, | 
where they reside, succeeded at length, joined by two or three— 


others, in carrying out the reforms so long advocated by them. 


‘The synagogue then, was not set up in a spirit of rebellion, or for | 


the sake of annoyance, but was actually required. All the time 
that this reform was maturing, these gentlemen attended their 
synagogue as heretofore. In August, 1841, they addressed a 


letter to the elders of their synagogue, couched in terms kind, || 
friendly, pacific; breathing a spirit of deep religious feeling, 


highly respectful, and explanatory of the progress they had made 
in the work of reform. I earnestly entreat your perusal of the 
letter which ends thius.t¢—“ Before concluding, we are anxious to 


* Vide Occident,” Vol. ii. No. 4. 
+ The following is the whole of the letter referred to. 
re | “7th Elul, 5601—24th Aug. 1841, 
“TQ THE GENTLEMEN ELDERS OF THE SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE 
SYNAGOGUE. 
_ “ GENTLEMEN,-—Having so often expressed our sentiments both to your 
respected body, and to the meetings of the Yehidim, on the important sub- 
ject of the improvements, which, in our opinion, were so much required in 
our form of public Worship, as well ason some other points; and having on 
so many occasions ascertained your total disinclination to attend to our 
suggestions, or even to consider our views, we cannot entertain the idea 
that our present communication will excite any surprise in your minds. In 
fact, we intimated at the meeting of Yehidim, in 5599 (on the proposition 
being made for the abrogation of Law No. 1. of the Yehidim), that our 
object was to establish @ new synagogue on the principles we had so long 
advocated ; and that we adopted this as the best, if not the only course, for 
satisfying our own conscientious scruples, and for avoiding the repetition of 


Happily 
they can be both, and no longer commit the folly—I had almost 


| duration two hours and a half. To bring the service within this limit, and 


| without exception, of Portions of the existing Prayer-book, together with 


and Holiday. Offerings may be requisite for the maintenance of the Syn 


|| part to recognise as sacred days those which are evidently not ordained a 


| tion now existing in relation to those who are termed Portuguese and Ger- 


impress on your mindsy that we are most desirous of continy; 
to make through you, a contribution towards the relief of the 


“In conformity with these views, and with this avowal, we have, in con 
cert with gentlemen of other congregations, adopted the measures requisite 
to fulfil our intentions; and, having made considerable progress, we though 
it right before actually opening the intended place of worship, to lay before 
you a written statement of the principles on which it is to be conducted 
We take this course, not only out cf respect to the congregation of which we 
are members, but also for the purpose of removing any misapprehensiop 
that might otherwise have been entertained respecting our views, In Order 
to preserve proper decorum during the performance of divine worship, it jg 
essential that the whole congregation should assemble before the commence. 
ment of prayer, and remain until its conclusion, To secure the observane 
of this regulation, and at the same time to obtain a full attendance of men. 
bers, as well as of their wives and children, we. have determined that the 
service. shall commence at a more convenient hour, viz. on sabbaths ang 
holidays at half-past nine in summer, and at ten in winter; also, that the 
service shall be limited to a moderate length, for otherwise the mind will 
in most instances, be unable to maintain during the entire period that solemn 
and devout attention, without which prayer is unavailing. Hence the ger, 
vice, including the reading of the portions of Scripture and a religious 
discourse, will on no occasion, except on the day of Atonement, exceed in 


yet to afford time for its distinct and solemn performance, it became neces. 
sary to abridge the existing forms of prayer, whilst it also afforded the Op- 
portunity of removing those portions which are not strictly of a devotional 
character. A careful revision on this plan of the daily and Sabbath Prayer. 
book has been already completed, and considerable progress bas been made 
with the festival prayers. We confidently anticipate that little objection 
can be raised to thesegrevised forms of service, since they consist, almost fe 


passages of Scripture. An impartial consideration will convince you that 
by omitting the less impressive, and retaining and blending the more beat. 
tiful portions of the Portuguese and German liturgies, an improved ritual has 
been formed. ‘The effect of solemn song in inspiring devotional feeling js 
cenerally admitted; we have therefore determined that the service shall 
“To familiarise the rising generation with a knowledge of the great prin- 
ciples of our holy faith, to teach them their duty as Israelites, and as men, 
must be considered one of the primary objects of public worship. To ac. # 
complish these important purposes, religious discourses, delivered in the 
English language, will form part of the morning service on every Sabbath & 


rogue; but as they do not form an integral part of the service, it is considered 
desirable that they should interfere as little as possible with the devotional 
character of the place, and that they should not, by occasioning interruptions 
to the reading of the law,-mar its effect : we have therefore decided on dis- 
continuing the custom of calling up, as it has long ceased to maintain its 
original object, viz., that of enabling individuals to read portions of the Lay, 
At present, however, it merely affords the opportunity of making offerings, 
since those called up do not themselves read the Law, but only hear it read 
in common with the rest of the congregation. We have appointed the three 
great festivals for the offerings of the congregation, which, with the volun 
tary offerings on other occasions, will be made on the return of the Law to 
the Ark; they.are to be unaccompanied by personal compliments, and li 
mited to two essential objects,—the relief of the poor, and the support of 
the establishment. It is not the intention of the body of which we form 


such in Scripture ; and they have consequently appointed the service for holy 
convocations to be read on those days only thus designated. was 

© We have already stated that to effect our object, we have associated our: 
selves with gentlemen of other congregations, thus rendering it requisite t0 
decide whether the Hebrew should be pronounced after the manner of the 
Portuguese or Germans, and, under the conviction that the former is the 
more correct, we have adopted it 

“One of the benefits anticipated by us from the establishment we 4 
forming, is that the junction of members of different congregations, to which 
we have already adverted, will lead to the abolition of the useless distin 


mao Jews, but who, in fact, are neither Portuguese nor German, but natives, 
and, in many instances, descendants of uatives of the British empire, and 
we have accordingly given the intended place of worship, the designatio? 
of ‘ West London Synagogue of British Jews,’ 

‘Such are the views we have endeavoured to carry into effect, and 
earnestly assure you they have net been suggested by any desire of schist, 
or separation (as seems to be implied in some resolutions passed ata late 
meeting of Yehidim), but through a sincere conviction that substantial 1™ 
provemeuts in the public worship are essential to the weal of our sacl 
religion, and that they will be the means of handing down to our children 
and to our children’s children, our holy faith, in all its purity and integtit): 
Indeed we are firmly convinced that their tendency will be to arrest | 
prevent secession from Judaism, an overwhelming evil which has, at vario™ 
times, so widely spread among many of the most respectable families 9 
communities ; most fervently do we cherish the hope that the effect of these 


improvements will be to inspire deeper interest and a stronger 
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AND WORKING MAN’S FRIEND. 
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oor, and to devote some of our time and attention to the super- 
‘ntendance of those excellent institutions connected with the 
nt synagogue. 
| i adandl a we are by a sense of duty to offer our assistance 
in these works of charity towards our poorer brethren, we shall 
derive no small gratification if, in thus co-operating with you to 
satisfy the claims of humanity, we shall find that we are thereby 


egation,” &c. &c. 

The happiest results might have sprung from the commingling 
of parties when met together for so holy a purpose as the dispen- 
sation of charity : but to the eternal disgrace of the elders,* this 
conciliatory document was met by a threat of cherem if they 
assembled in their new house of prayer; and at a subsequent 
meeting, some months after our synagogue had been opened, a 
resolution | was passed, which debarred these gentlemen from 
attending these charitable institutions, and also determined not to 
= receive their annual subscriptions any longer, I have often thought, 
© that had the elders been as just as they were vindictive, they 
= would have returned the amounts which some of these gentlemen 
had paid to become Life Governors of some of these institutions. 


youth of either sex, will be calculated to restrain them from wavering in 


© Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One.” ° 
‘In thus establishing a new synagogue on principles 


having been actuated solely by a conscientious sense of duty, we venture to 
hope that, on further consideration, our intentions and our motives will be 


S tween every community of Jews, will be maintained in all their force be- 
a — tween the respective congregations which you represent, and the small body 
whose views we have herein endeavoured to explain. 


“Before concluding, we are anxious to impress on your minds, that we are 


the relief of the poor, and to devote some of our time and attention to the 
f= ‘superintendence of those excellent Institutions connected with the ‘ parent 

“Influenced as we are 
- Works of charity towards our poorer brethren, we should derive no small 


humanity, we should find that we are thereby establishing a bond: and 
welfare will never be a subject of indifference with us, we shall but express 


= maketh peace in His High Heavens, in His mercy 
nto all Israel.” Amen.’ 
| bs This can only apply to the majority; and so in other cases. __ as 
tT This suicidal resolution includes adi the members of the Burton-street 
ongregation ; and, in proof of this, I may state that for three years ny own 
= nee subscription to the “Orphan Society” has not been applied for. 
i ao one will doubt this after reading the following letter:— _ 


“ London, 2nd Sebat,— 13th January, 1842. 
TO THE GENTLEMEN ELDERS OF THE SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE 
‘submite ome few months since we had the honour of 
me 560) fave to your board, a document bearing date the 7th day of Elul, 
Be form ag Nove 74th 1841), in which we detailed the causes that led us to 
a New Synagogue, and the principles on which it was our determina- 


to conduct it, Our views and sentiments are so fully embodied in 
‘at document, that 


house of prayer, 
again bee leave 


GENTLEMEN,—It is now s 


we have little to add to our former statement, to which we 
most respectfully to refer you. 
you or " emen, you will divest your minds of preconceived notions, if 
‘tilladce fal he our memorial of the 7th day ef Flul, and consider the con- 
which pervades that document; if you will bear in mind the 
worshi ameliorations we are about to introduce into our religious 
it will : ie nd the pure motives that have prompted us to these proceedings, 
rent fabute nc your astonishment that we should have anticipated a diffe- 
hat vo rom your board. We had flattered ourselves with the hope 
you would not wholly have disapproved our alterations; and even had 


they failed to elicit 
0 elicit you 
Panied your ob your sanction, that you would, at least, have accom 


acknowled Jections by a statement of valid reasons, grounded on the 
for the ‘eged principles of our faith; but, we confess, we were unprepared 


ii of the elders passed on the 9th and confirmed on the 16th 


of 
Hi € could not have imagined that you would have 50 opposed 


establishing a bond and symbol of connexion with the old con-— - that accusation and guilt were made synonymous: the laws of God, 


Now, observe, Sir, this threat of cherem produced the secession ; | 
towards our holy religion, and that their influence on the minds of the | 


their faith, or contemplating for a moment the fearful step of forsaking 
| their religion, so that henceforth no ‘ Israelite born’ may cease to exclaim— _ 


I hitherto not recog-— 
nised or approved by your body, we may possibly encounter a considerable 
difference of opinion, and a strong prejudice against our proceedings; but | 


duly appreciated, and that those kindly feelings which ought to exist be- | 
most desirous of continuing to make through you, a contribution towards — 
by a sense of duty, to offer our assistance in these 


& | Symbol of connection with the old congregation; and assuring you that its — 


| §tatification, if, in thus-co-operating with you to satisfy the claims of | 
the words which we utter so frequently in our daily orisons, ‘May he who 


grant Peace unto us and 


although we are on the eve of consecrating our new 


for these gentlemen naturally imagined that th 


the performance of ‘ Divine Worship.’ 


ey would be no 
longer amenable to the bye-laws of thecongregation, when no longer 
its members. There cannot be a doubt as to the illegality of the 
proceedings connected with the charitable institutions; still, for 
the love of peace, no appeal has been made to the laws of the 
land. 
Now to the Cherem, in the proceedings of which you will see 


of man, even the rabbinical code itself,* all, all were trampled under 
foot, that we might have no opportunity to prove our innocence of 
the charges brought against us. As to the allegation set forth in 


yourselves to our views, asto have resuscitated an Escama, which, having 
been called into éxistence by peculiar circumstances, should have heen 
modified when those circumstances no longer demanded or justified such 
an enactment; nor could we have supposed that you would have proclaimed 
your determination to hold us amenable to all the pains and penalties of the 
Law of Yehidim, No. 1,' on our assembling in our new nouse of prayer, for 


© This resolve on your part has, however, forced upon us the necessity 


| of taking the only course which, consistently with honour and principle, we. 
|| can pursue,—to withdraw at once our names from the list of the Yehidim of 


“Thus have you, gentlemen, by the threat of adopting certain measures, 


which we venture to affirm are alike inefficient and in judicious, driven us- 


from the last hope to which we had fondly clung,—that of being enabled 
to introduce ameliorations into Our religious worship under the sanction of, 
or in connection with, the Parent Synagogue. 
“In having taken this step, which we must again reiterate, you have 
forced upon us, we beg to assure you that we do not entertain the least ill- 


will or unkindly feeling towards any individual member of the congregation. 


“We freely give you credit, gentlemen, for being influenced by conscien-« | 
tious motives, however we may di plore the conclusion you have arrived — 
at: all we ask of you in return is, to do justice to the views by which we are 
actuated. . If you consider the sacrifice of time, labour, and means we have — 
made (to say nothing of the greater sacrifice of quitting a synagogue with > 


which we and our fathers have been for so long a period connected), to 
establish a house of prayer where we may worship our Creator agreeably to 
the dictates of our conscience, you will not, you cannot believe that . 
we are swayed by any desire for innovation or schism, or for promoting ill- 


will between one Son of Israel and another: neither will you believe we 
are so lost to a sense of philanthropy as to shut out the poor from that relief — 
which they are entitled to claim at our hands. : 


“ Indeed, it must be evident to all, however they may dissent from our 
views, that we can only be influenced by a pure love for that law which | 


the Holy One of Israel has commanded to be written for our unerring 


guidance and which it is our ardent wish to transmit to our descendants 
“We had intended to intrude upon you some few remarks relative to the — 
part taken by the Beth-din of the congregation in the condemnation of our 
Prayer-book, but as we are most anxious to avoid every irritating topic, we 
must seek some other channel to offer a word of explanation on this pro- 


«Tn conclusion, we earnestly implore Almighty God, who searcheth the 


‘inwerd workings of the heart, to shed His blessing: upon every member of. 


the house of Israel, and so to implant His spirit amongst us, that love, cha- 
rity, and kindness, may ever distinguish the conduct of one Israelite to 


‘another. May he cause us ever to bear in mind that we are all sprung 
| from one stock; that we embrace one faith,—-acknowledge one law,-—-one 


God,—one common parent. | 
“To all who may doubt the purity of the intentions that have led us to 
open our synagogue, we are content to reply in the words of Scripture. 
‘The God of Gods the Eternal, the God of Gods the Eternal, He knoweth, 
and Israel shall know, if in rebellion, or if in transgression against the Lord, 
may we not be saved this day’ (Joshua xxii, 22). We subscribe ourselves 
respectfully, your most obedient servants. 
* “He against whom they were to proceed by excommunication, was 
first cited and a day set him whereon to appear, by a messenger sent him 
from the bench, which certified him of the day, and of the persons before 
whom he was to appear” (Moed. Katan). — 


! This Escama. or bve-law, passed one hundred and sixty years ago, when there was bat 
one synagogue in England—passed, as its preamble sets forth, ‘ to keep us from giming 
offence to the inhabitants of this city, against which we have been cautioned by his Majes. 
ty, Charles II. of glorious memory.” Fora breach of this Escama, which declares it un- 
lawful to open a synagegue within six miles of Bevis Marks, lest it should give offence te 
the Christians of that comparatively dark age,--have Jews, in the middle of the nimeteenth 
century, and after their FORMAL SRCRSSION from the Bevis Marks Synagogue, been excom- 
municated! ‘ This enactment of another and a different age,” has lately been abolished ; 

still have certain Rabbins refused to remit one iota of the pains and penalties inflicted on 
the seceders; after, yes, even after, their secession from the parent synagogue. We all 
know that there exist against us Jews’ laws “of another and a different age, hich disfigure 
the statute-book of this realm ; but, thank God ! we need not fear that our Christians — 
in imitation of a section of our brethren, will resuscitate and put im force any of a . 
barons enactments, B. &. 
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the Rabbins proved us wrong in the matter, we might have con- 
_ formed to their wishes; had they failed to do so, we might still, | 


tends so effectually to confirm and radicate error as persecution ; 


the passing of the Marriage and Registration acts—is denied by 
_ worship is not a synagogue; and the proof of this is their own 


_tyrannous act of Cherem!!! | 


for the love of peace, we have borne this wrong also with a for. 
bearance bordering on weakness. 
_ Their next pious and humane act was, to deny burial to Mrs, 

Horatio Montefiore, who, having resided abroad, had never even 


choly rites of sepulture? How crimson-stained then must be the 


by compliance. But what we, the excommunicated, refused to do, 
- of religion? All the acts of which | complain, have proceeded . 


sons before you, Sir, why rabbinism, as I have seen its embodi- 
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the Cherem, that we, as a body, had denied the oral law, there is — 
not the faintest shadow of truth in the charge; it was never 
proved, nay, not even enquired into, and we were never confronted 
with the accuser—never heard his name! And as to the con- 
structive denial of the oral law out of the new Prayer-book, had 
a hearing been vouchsafed us, perhaps the fallibility of our judges 
might have been proved out of their own books of authority. Had — 


for the love of peace, have yielded to their authority ; but, without 
any judicial form, the Cherem was fulminated! ! [ 

_ Had the allegation even been true, this mode of proceeding 
bears the impress of gross injustice: but as the charge is wholly 
false, what must be the magnitude of the iniquity ? Surely, Sir, 
the experience of ages might have taught these men that nothing 


-and the Jew should be the last man upon earth to show a predi- 
lection for the use of the sword and the fagot, or to do aught to 
torce back the memory to the horrors of the inquisition. — 
We shall next see that this spiritual despotism, by a refinement 
of cruelty, is made the stepping-stone to still further oppression ; 
at the time when Sir Moses Montefiore is officially applied to, to 
register our synagogue. The application—made necessary since | 


the ecclesiastical authorities, on the ground that our place of 


- For this cruel interception of an act of Parliament, we could, || 


no doubt, have obtained redress through the legislature; but again, — 


crossed the threshold of our synagogue. I ask, then, every pious 


_Jew,—suppose the husband of the deceased had even been an apos- | 


tate, and the wife had always continued a Jewess, would it not | 
have been a sin of great magnitude to have denied her the melan- 


sin in the present case! This act of barbarity extinguished the 


Our blood curdles at the recent Russian Ukase; but, except in 


degree, the Cherem is as bad—and, in one feature, even worse ! || 
In our case, all are innocent: in the other, some are ruilt 


ur ruilty : and, 
admitting, for argument's sake, that some of us are guilty, why 
punish the innocent ? 

‘It may not be superfluous to add, that so solicitous have we 
been not to fan the flame of discord, that when applied to on two 


occasions, one relating to marriage, the other to burial, wherein ||) 


we could have given the relief sought at our hands, we unhesi- 
tatingly declined, though our exchequer would have been enriched — 


others have since done. Now, my worthy Sir, ponder well on the 
whole of the preceding statements ; bring them to an intellectual 
focus, and say if we have done aught to cause a blush on the face 


| transfer to its columns even “ Dias’ Letters.’ 


from ecelesiastical authority—prompted and guided by laical in- 
fluence ; and Tcan only say, if these acts and deeds represent true 
orthodoxism, then is infidelity a virtue! You have now the rea- 


ment in this country, presents nothing lovable to my imagination; 
and | am tempted to ask what the late Rabbi ever did for the 
moral amelioration of the people, over whom he was the spiritual 
head for some half of a century? During this cycle, he gave 
neither spiritual sustentation to the soul, nor nutritious food to the 
mind ; and in the last stage of mental decrepitude, and shortly 
before his death—what a scene !—the poor old man is worried 
into signing the curse of Cherem! These remarks proceed from 


no wanton spirit of detraction, but spring more from the fountain 
of sorrow than anger; besides, were it not permitted to speak the 
truth of the dead, history would no longer teach by example, _ 
Regarding our Prayer-book, you say it is unauthorised—fg, 
from being divine—a human compilation and of human authority, 
We never held it up in any other light. ‘The book was compiled 
expressly for our synagogue—contains nothing but what is pure 
and holy—is defecated from every portion breathing a spirit of 
-intolerance—is possessed and preferred by very many persons not 
of our congregation ; and our minister, in its compilation, had the 
assistance of a gentleman as competent for the task as any other 
learned Jew in England. 
You allude to our designation of “ British Jews.” By this ap. 
pellation we have happily merged the absurd and untrue distinc. 
tion of German and Portuguese Jews. We are Englishmen, con. 


sequently, British Jews. 


Having replied to the religious points embraced in your letter, 

-T return to the all-important question, namely; the restoration of 
peace in the community. I am truly happy to say, that there does 
not exist anything like the same acerbity of feeling as existed at 


| first: and were Sir Moses Montefiore inclined to undertake the 


god-like task, we might again ‘live in the hallowed bonds which 


_ make Israel one:” but the magnanimity of confessing error is a 


virtue rarely practised; and Sir Moses would have to confess error 


to render his mediatorial efforts of use. 1 should have greater 


hopes in the impartial administration of the gentleman who is to 
succeed the late Rabbi, did I not fear the influence of men who 
will attempt to poison his mind against the secession congregation, & 
The preliminary step to peace, as an act of common justice, must FF 
be the revocation of the Cherem. That act of simple justice must § 


|| be done unconditionally ; then we shall be in a position to listen 


to overtures of peace. If the Cherem was right, let it be con- 
tinued; if wrong, let it be revoked. I confess that I see diffi- 


- culties in the way of pacification ; but before we were persecuted, 


every member of our community, for the sake of preserving the 
blessing of peace, would have made some sacrifice, and been 


satisfied with a smaller measure of reform. ‘That time was; 


since which we have happily consolidated our new form of public 


ey a worship, and have had nearly three years’ experience of its tran- 
last lingering ray of hope of returning peace: and not till after SERS ea pees. 


_ this, did we purchase a burial ground, at an expense of two thou- || 


-scendant spiritual blessings. 

At the risk of putting your patience to a still greater tension, 
I proceed to notice the remainder of your letter. You mistake 
the cause which has limited the circulation of your valuable peri 


—odical in this country. ‘The plain melancholy fact Sir, is this— 
| the Israelites of this land do not encourage Jewish literature, and 


a Hebrew Maecenas has not yet appeared amongst us. The 


whole of your works adorn my library ; and the reading of yout 


sermons aloud has formed part of our home Sabbath devotions, 
imparting to us spiritual comfort and mental illumination. 
The ** Occident” affords me great pleasure, especially your bold 
and able defence of Judaism, 
Here, where there is an established religion, this cannot be 
done so fearlessly ; and you find that the ‘* Voice”’ does not like to 


--Lam conscious that this communication is an almost unpardot- 
able trespass on your valuable time; but the importance of the 
subjects which have engaged my pen appeals to your indulgence, 
and will, 1 hope, be deemed sufficient‘excuse. 1 am not so UM 


reasonable as to expect anything like an answer to this letter: 


and, though not addressed to the “ Occident,” you are at pé 
fect liberty to make use of its contents in any way you like. — 
Beseeching the God of our fathers to accord you the blessing 
of better health, the prolongation of your valuable life, and many 
happy returns of the approaching festivals, I conclude by iterating 


from the depths of my soul your own prayer, ‘‘ that the time 


may soon come, when union and peace may prevail among all our 
sons, and that righteousness may spread in every land.” ] remald, 
Reverend and dear Sir, yours very respectfully, 


BENJAMIN ELKIN, 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE GERMAN JEWISH PAPERS. 
« The Voice of Jacob affects a ludicrous sensation of happiness | 


with the selection of the Chief Rabbi. Once it calls him a pru- 


m dent general ! Another time it says, the circumstance that the 


new Chief Rabbi is a {79 (priest), a descendant in a straight line 


@ ¢om Aaron [?], is looked upon by many as a very happy omen 
i ‘take that, ye poor countries, whose rabbies do not descend in a | 


straight line from Aaron !], for holy scripture lays great stress on 


= the vocation of the Cohen in heavy times (Deut. xvii. 8; Ma- 


lachi, ii. 7). What can be desired more than a general, priest, 
and chief rabbi, in one person? 
«‘[t will, of course, be understood that we mention this not in any 


® anner derogatory to Dr. Adler, but against that hypocritical mania 


hypokritische manie). Only this we wish, that Dr. Adler, in his new 
fatherland, may receive better Hebrew verses than those com- 


Se municated in the Voice of Jacob.” (Allg. Zeitung des Judenthums, 

= The Hebrew verses alluded to are, beyond doubt, those signed | 
me «..N., Kew,” to which several of our learned correspondents | 
Se have already entreated our attention, as will be seen from our 
Hs notice to correspondents in No. 11—*‘the poet at Kew.” The | 
Bs) following unmeaning lines, for instance, occurred in No. 82 of the || - 
“Voice of Jacob: — 


3 “Written in the Album of a Lady whose name was Mary ee 
The Wissensehaftliche Zeitschrift fur jiidische Theologie (Lite- 
rary Gazette for Jewish Theology), edited by Dr. A. Geiger, _ 


We intended to point out seriously the want of both sense and 


/ grammar in this wretched attempt to poesy ; but so ludicrously | 
me clumsy is the composition, that we cannot be serious about it. 
= The mysterious poet leaves us in the dark why this poor Mary, || 
Sy whose album he graced with this splendid effusion—why this 


unfortunate lady was said to be mon, bitter! It is positively 


@ shocking. You are right, Mr. Poet, to exclaim, “they know not 
to distinguish between bitter and sweet.” Of course you, Mr. 
= Poet, must have known her sweetness: but, alas! we are yet in 
me ignorance. Why? You appear to be so enraged at the calumny 
mee *gainst “sweet Mary,” that you confounded the first with the 
third person, and instead of 02s, they know not (as we 
me ‘Uppose you think to express, if you do mean to express any- 


thing), you say yt) 132s, we know not! Had her name been 


m 7 Sara, you then say, it would have been in their eyes my | 
g trouble. What has she done, poor Mary, to be thus hunted by 


calumny? We are yet in the dark. In the fourth line, however, 


ae the amiable poet baptises. her by the name Nama, and exclaims, - 
Therefore thy name shall be called Nama (lovely), and thou | 
oe shalt be no more bitter!” Bravo, L. N.: this is the way to 
oc punish these maligners! But we confess we do not know what | 


all the quarrel is about. O that the poet at Kew may descend 


to our darkness! Meanwhile we give the following 
mm “xce lent and humourous lines of a correspondent on reading the 


4 above verses by L. N.:— | 


PYRN TS MOND 
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| From another correspondent : — 


30) TIN? WN 


Chief Rabbi of Breslau, vol. v., part 4, has a long and well- 


written article on the state of the Jewish press in general. Having — 
| passed some deserved encomiums on the different German and © 
| French Jewish publications, he proceeds to England. After men- 
tioning the total absence of ardent affection, of deep religious _ 
fullness, and of liberal sentiments, which pervades the antagonism 
of the “‘ Voice of Jacob” to the Conversion Society, and to their 

| equally biassed proofs and arguments, the editor makes the following 
_ observations on our Jewish contemporary :—‘* That Journal, which 
appears under the Hebrew title, apy» but which is, in fact, all 
} that is Hebrew in it, appears since Rosh Hashana 5602, every 
|| fortnight, having failed in its attempt to publish weekly. If you 


cast your eye on the unliterary warfare of this journal against the 


| ‘* New Synagogue,”* and the whole presumptuous bearing against it ; 
_ if you see the air of importance assumed (in the first number, for 


instance) in introducing the information about the various claims 
of mourners to say Kaddisch, as proceeding from the late Chief 


Rabbi, Dr. (?) Hirschell, and in which, although an English com- 


position, the German word Jahrzeit, in Hebrew characters, as 


well as the elegantly constructed n>pn, are conspicuous; 


or if you observe how this journal, in its succeeding numbers, in- 
forms its readers of the notices taken from the Luach (almanac) 
for the ensuing fortnight; also what portion of the Pentateuch and 


|| of the prophets will be read; also when Sabbath commences, and 
such like—well, I think you have quite enough then to judge of 


the spirit of this periodical.” 


FROM “LES ARCHIVES ISRAELITES DE FRANCE” _ 


OF MARCH. 
‘We learn the following from Hamburgh, under date February 8th. 
The senate has presented to the Council of Elders a project of 
law for the following objects :—first, to grant to the Israelites the 
rite of exercising every art and trade without exception, including 


the profession of the law (the Jews of Hamburgh are already — 


allowed to practsie medicine, and to act as notaries); secondly, to 
declare the Jews qualified to fill posts of honour ; thirdly, to per- 
mit marriages between Israelites and Christians.” 


® Dy. Geiger alludes here to the Burton Street Synagogue. | 
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*“‘ This project of law has been rejected by the Council of Elders, 
as was anticipated. This body, composed of aldermen (Bourgeois 
Proprietaires) far advanced in years, are naturally imbued with 
the prejudices of a former age ; happily, however, the rejection of 
the Council of Elders does not decide the fate of the Bill, which 
will now be submitted to three other legislative bodies :—the 
Council of the 160, that of the 180, and of the Burgesses—all 


these have decided to adopt the measure which, with the ‘sanction — 


of the senate, will be sufficient to give it the sanction of law.” 

_ According to a recent census it appears that, in Hamburgh 

and its suburbs, there are 10,745 Jews—5586 males, and 5159 

Unna, Westphalia, February 10.—* In the month of January, 

1844, died here, the Sieur Rablenbeck, a rich Protestant. The 

deceased had built a chapel in his garden, at Unna, beneath which 


is a vault for himself and family. By his will, on each anniversary | 


of his death, a prayer is to be offered up in this chapel, for the 


repose of his soul: and the religious duty is to be performed, || 


alternately, by one of the three. pastors of his parish—by a 
Catholic priest, and by a Jewish rabbi; each of whom is to 
receive ten florins for the prayer. And a further sum of money 
is to be placed at his disposal, to be augmented progressively 
from year to 
city of Unna.” 
“(On the 6th of the last month occurred the first anniversary of 
the death of Mr. R. The three Protestant pastors of the parish 
of the defunct, and all the Catholic priests, refused to offer up 


the prayer, because they did not approve of the conduct of the- 


testator, so far as relates to this part of his will. Dr. Adolph 


-Secher, the rabbin of Unna, was then applied to, and he imme- 
diately assented to the wishes of the deceased. He said the — 


prayer, and sent to the charity box the sum appropriated to the 
poor adding, at the same time, his own ten florins.” 


~* The Orient announces, that the late Salomon Heine 
queathed 1000 florins to the hospital of the Freemasons of 
‘Hamburgh, Salomon Heine was not a Freemason; nor was he 
ignorant of the fact, that there are many lodges in Germany, and 
even in the city of Hamburgh itself, which refuse to admit 
Jewish Freemasons.’ 

“We hear, from Strasburgh, that the school, which is sup- 
‘ported by voluntary contributions, for Israelitish girls, founded a 
year hence (thanks to the activity and liberality of the general 


committee of ladies belonging to the Jewish persuasion) is now in— 


a flourishing state. The number is estimated to be forty-nine little 


girls, who receive the benefit of their first instruction, and are. 


also taught needle-work ; which will enable them, on leaving 
school, to be apprenticed to a trade of their own choice.” 

‘The Rothschild family has alone contributed 3,000 francs to 
this benevolent institution, which deserves the encouragement of 


all those who interest themselves for the progress and instruction 


_ Of the poorer classes.” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Tue Dissexrers at Mancuester.—A correspondent at 


_ Manchester informs us, that the Dissenters, or rather a dissenting 
body of that bustling town, has recently set up a “ Dissenter’s 
Society for the promotion of Christianity among the Jews,’ 


_ although the church, as hy law established, has a concern of this | 


kind in full swing in the same borough. ‘There is nothing new 
under the sun. Whenever there is a gorgeous big lanteined 
‘gin palace,” reared at great cost, in a well-frequented thorough- 
fure, for the sale of genuine ‘* blue ruin,” it is sure to be speedily 
flanked by an unwashen “ Tom and Jerry” aspiring to the license 
of * being drunk on the premises,” and claiming to be “a house 
of call” for all sorts of craftsmen. ‘To judge from the published 
proceedings which occurred at the inauguration of our spiritual 
“Tom and Jerry,” the company made a good use of their license. 


One statistical gentleman treated all friends assembled to several — 
interesting facts, distilled on the premises, and under the inspira- | 


year, for distribution among the poor of the 


has be- || 


gentlemen could not employ themselves in a more legitimate fj 


the Jews’ Ward of the London Hospital, four children (out of t 
| family of eight) between the ages of six and eleven years, wer Bm 


| two years ago. A memorial praying for the admission of the fim 


city or country may stand upon Elijah.” 


tion of which, he saw 15,000 Jews in England, 3,000 of , 

he found in Manchester. He fancied to have sent agents of tine 
elect and select sociéty from house to house among the said 3 Ky 
Jews of Manchester ; the said agents laboured under the flatter: 
illusion of having detected in many of these houses “ geneal % 
which the Jewish inmates had carefully though vainly endeayg 
to conceal from their illuminated vision; and that those Je, 
were all a tiptoe to resume the splendid messages promised ic 
It is no wonder that the society were all agog with joy at havin 
by the bare assistance of their inward light, discovered facts ia 
known to every other living person, Jew as well as Gentile, ho; iim 
in Manchester and beyond its limits. Nothing of aN Outrage, 
nature has been perpetrated by the society, up to the presey e 
moment. If, after all this, you wish to know, whether thes 


of labour, I must tell you that, according to the tracts print film 
and distributed by the ‘Home Mission,” there are multitudes 7 
Gentiles in this town, to whom the existence of a God is as yi 


known as the existence of the integral calculus, — her a 
Jews’ OrpHAN AsyLuM.—We have much pleasure in calling 


the attention of our readers to our advertising columns of th 


week, in which will be found the announcement of a Ball, to tak 
place on the 8th of May next, in aid of that excellent institution, Im 
the Jews’ Orphan Asylum, Leman-street, patronised by a host (Iii 
influence which we feel confident must ensure for it comple [i 
success. ‘The powerful claims which this charity has upon th 


sympathy of a benevolent public, have ever obtained for it jim 
unlimited support upon the occasion of its numerous appeals in is I 


behalf; and the present instance is not less forcibly advanced by ; 
the peculiar merits of the Institution, than were its precedin iim 


efforts. In illustration of this principle, one upon which the [i 


charity admits of no bounds to its means of protection, we beg e 
state that by the recent death of an individual named Simn Bm 
Phillips, who was for some time previous confined by sickness in 3 
deprived of their only means of support, their mother having die I 


children into the Jews’ Orphan Asylum, was without delay pre 


|| sented to the managers of that charity, who;immediately convene F 


a general meeting of the subscribers, by public advertisemen|, i 
when the whole number were at once received under its care, ani i 
thereby removed from a state of extreme privation into that d & 
comparative happiiess. 
« Tue Voice or Israri.’—Some wag has palmed on the learnet 
editor of the “ Voice of Israel” (not to be confounded with th 
‘** Voice of Jacob’), the strange conceit, “ that it is a custom unl 


the present day, when a devout Jew mentions a city or country, 
him to add, Sy May it stand until Elijah,’ tha 


is, until the coming of Elijah.”* Nothing but an internal light,. ‘ 
the sole and unenvied property of the Hebraist who figures in the i 
“Voice of Israel,” could have shewn him how the above Hebret 
words can at all mean ‘“ May it stand until Elijah:” his phras 
can only import, May it stand upon Elijah ;” and perhaps the 
same learned gentleman, after having amended this error of tral 
lation, will oblige the less enlightened portion of Israel by poltt 
ing out on what Jewish belief or tradition rests the wish, that @ 
Perhaps we may stil 
farther draw upon his courtesy and learning, for the very & 
sirable explanation, how the third person masculine, 19y?; Cau 
made to refer to a city ora country, which, according to the rules J 
of common Hebrew grammar, ought to be of the feminine gender! 
The ‘* Voice of Israel” offers to initiate the listening world m the 
recondite oracles of the Hebrew prophets. That is a luxuly: 
but why pay so poor a regard to Hebrew grammarians ? Is not 
an acquaintance with them a first necessity ? meals 1) 
y—* May God protect it!” 


* “Voice of Israel,” F ebruary, 1845, page 89, col. 2. 
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me veteran labourer in the missionary vineyard at Jerusalem, mentions. 


_ AND WORKING MN’S FRIEND. 


127 


The Allg. Zeitung des Judenthums acknowledges the receipt of 


Sour first five numbers, and observes that we owe him yet a declar- 


ation of principles, whether conservative or for reform. Had he 


erused our leader to ‘No. 2, and our Prospectus, he would have 


at once perceived that we strongly advocate judicious reforms, par- 


ticularly in the system of education in our community, but that 
xe are equally strongly opposed to all ritual changes, unless they 


sanctioned by competent ecclesiastical authority. 


The Committee of orton mbna Dn Burial Society of the 


Great Synagogue, Duke's-place, have unanimously elected the 
Rev. B. H. Asher, as Rabbi of the society. The Rev. gentleman 


delivers religious discourses in the Hall of the above Synagogue 


general satisfaction. 


EMANCIPATION OF THE JEWS IN GERMANY.—The opening 


3 of the Assembly of the Deputies from the Rhenish provinces 
B (Rheinische Landtag) being close at hand, petitions in favour of | 


Jewish Emancipation are flocking in from all parts of the country. 
Besides those from Cologne and Diuisseldorf, so numerously 


e signed, the Allgemeine Zeitung des Judenthums mentions those of 
Se Aix-la-Chapelle, Bonn, Dortmund, and Bielefeld, for a total — 


civil and political equalisation of the Jews with their Christian 
brethren. The authorities of the town of Konigsberg have also 


s resolved upon presenting a petition in favour of the Jews. | 


The “Jewisu INTELLIGENCE.”—The Rev. J . Nicolayson, the 


i the republication in Palestine of the book, niyo pin. Though the 


e Rev. gentleman speaks of this work with the greatest familiarity, — 


of ‘the popular little controversial work of R. Lippman,” and 


Oe though he feigns to have made himself perfectly acquainted with | 
i its contents, since he “suspects” that the missionaries “ might 


» have arguments to advance, of which R. Lippman takes no notice, 
me aid to which he furnishes no reply.”* It is perfectly certain 
fee that the veteran missionary has not even taken the trouble to 


= 


: look at the title-page of the “little controversial work,” which, we 
= must tell him, is not at all from the pen of R. Lippman: the latter 
@ Rabbi has written a very different controversial work, called the 
ee oyirpo. Of this the Palestinian apostle is now enabled to 
Be speak quite as learnedly as of the other book, of which he plainly — 
‘ppears to have heard the name—and nothing more. 


TESTIMONIAL OF RESPECT TO THE REV. DR. | 


M. 


Tue Committee of management of the Jews’ AND GENERAL 


: | LiTeRaRy AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTION, in order to testify 
m their deep sense of the valuable assistance rendered to the Jewish 


cause by the Rev. Dr. M. J. Raphall, the talented Minister of 


the Birmingham Synagogue, by his eloquent inaugural address, | 
on the opening night, have had prepared a beautiful inscription, © 
= ° vellum, as a mark of respect, which is shortly to be presented || 
a diac Rev. gentleman. We trust that before this interesting 
2 Nedepae is presented, the supporters of the Institution will 


ave had an opportunity afforded them of seeing it. _ 


SOCIETY FOR SUPPORTING THE AGED NEEDY. 


Tuts 


sich excellent charity, which grants life pensions to the aged 


oe ROO takes a benefit concert at Sussex Hall on Tues- 
7 ‘vening next, the 25th instant ; and, understanding that the 
Buy respectable and very efficient committee are striving to 


rhe a fund for the erection of alms-houses for their pen- 


| 
Jewish Intelligence for March, 1845, page 89. 


every Saturday, at I o'clock, which, we are glad to learn, give 


2 cners, we do not hesitate to solicit the public, both Jewish and — 


| room. 


_ tion of our Review on the second part of the “ Rod of Judgment,” by Dr 


Moses Joel, 19, North Richmond-street, Edinburgh. 


| .It has been Madame Marix study for the 


House. 


proaching Passover, will be found very reasonable. 


Christian, to tender it that support which an institution so truly 


philanthropic so eminently deserves. We shall also be happy 
to receive subscriptions for so desirable an object. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
The following articles, which are in type, have been deferred for want of 
H. Philippowsky’s Criticism on the Aben Ezra—More Verses on the 
Poet of Kew— Reply to “nn wx, by “ayn—Letter of Vindicator—Remarks — 
on the English Translation of Dr. Adler’s Letter, which appeared in a con- 
temporary Journal—Continuation of A. H. L. on Emancipation—Continua- 


Lowe. 


Various contributions have been received, and are under consideration. 
We fear that S. A. B.’s article, although ably written, is too long for our 


small paper. | 


» 


EIGHTEEN TREATISES FROM THE MISHNA, 


| The Second Edition of this publication, as advertised in a former number 
of the Jewish Chronicle, being complete, the entire work may now be had, 


bound in cloth, 5s., in 23 sheets, at 4s., or in monthly parts (in wrappers) at 


10d. each, or in 23 weekly parts at 24d. each, which will be punctually de- - 
livered to weekly or monthly subscribers by Mr. VALENTINE, Jewish Chronicle 
Office, 132. Houndsditch; and may be had also ofthe following Agents of the — 


Jewish Chronicle: Godfrey Levi,17, Brownlow-hill, Liverpool; Whitmore, 


Bookseller, Market-street, Manchester; Ellerby and Son, ditto; Stevenson, 
Bookseller, Cambridge; P. Silverstein, 32, New Inkleys, Birmingham; and 


-MHREE MORE LETTERS TO HIS GRACE THE LORD ARCH- — 


BISHOP OF CANTERBURY, on the Culpability and Unauthorised 
Presumption of the Gentile Christian Church in requiring the Jew to for- 
sake the Law of Moses, &c.; containing also, Metaphysical Disquisitions on — 


| the Godhead, and a Confutation of the Diabolarchy, By the Rev. Joun 


Ox ekg. Rector of Molesworth, Huntingdon. 


"Sold by Hatchard, Piccadilly ; and Painter, 342, Strand. Price, 4s, 


\ ADAME MARIX’ ESTABLISHMENT FOR YOUNG LADIES, © 
at Paris (formerly of Rue Grenier-St.-Lazarre), now 4, Rue du Grand 


|. In consequence of the increase of Boarders, Madame Marix bas removed 


her Establishment to a new situation, which offers every desirable advan- 
tage: it is spacious, airy, encloses fine terraces, and affords a good view of 
the beautiful gardens surrounding the school, pea wee 
last fourteen years, during 
which she conducted the establishment, independent of an excellent educa- — 


| tion, to provide also for the comfort of the young ladies entrusted to ber _ 
eare like a mother. Every branch of knowledge requisite for a sound edu-— 


cation, reading, writing, grammar, literature, mythology, arithmetic, ancient 

and modern history, geography, German and Hebrew, A course of reli- 

gious instructions under the auspices of the Chief Rabbi, | eee 
Plain and Ornamental needlework is also taught. Extra charges only for — 

English, Drawing, Music, and Dancing. 

_ Application to be made to Madame Bernard, 24, Bury Street, St. Mary 

Axe, where further particulars may be obtained. - 


MR. LEVIN’S BOARDING AND LODGING HOUSE, AND DINING | 


ROOMS, 24, Bury Street, St. Mary Axe. | 


WHE best Accommodation and Convenience to Ladies or Gentlemen of the | 
Jewish Persuasion continues to be afforded at Mr. Levin's Boarding 
An Ordinary every Day at One and Two o’Clock. Dinners served © 
till Six, at the house, and sent out at a moderate charge. | 
Mr. Levin’s terms for Dining and Boarding with 


N.B. There is also a separate Smoking Room. 


AHISS LEVISON, of 14, Devonshire Place, New Steine, Brighton, informs 
her Friends, she has how a vacancy for two pupils, The numbet 

being limited to six, every comfort is attended to, asin a private family. 
Remaining over the vacation, 2 guineas. Particulars and terms to be ob- 
tained of Mr. Magnus, 127, Fenchurch Street. : 
Vacation commences the 16th of April, and terminates on the 13th of 
Muy. | 

{TEST METROPOLITAN JEWISH SCHOOL, 3, Little 
W Street, Holborn. 

The above School will open on the 7th April. Boys admitted from Sis 
years of Age. Forms of Recommendaticn tu be obtained at the School be 


f Ten and One. 
tween the hours of Ten and On J. Ly ELKIN, How: Sse, 


Queen 


him during the ap» 


g 
| 
¢ 
if 
A 
i} 
4 
4 
| | 
~ 
7 = 
. 
| 
i 
: 
: 
if 
| 
| 
¥ 
ares: 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
i 
i 
| 
ta 
| 
| 
4 
SENG 
| 
i 
a 
: 
i 
| 
4 
= 
4 
| 
d 
| 
i 


— CHRONICLE. 


| SOCIETY FOR SUPPORTING THE AGED NEEDY. JEWS’ ORPHAN ASYLUM, 22, Leman Street, Geelenians Fields. . 
QUSSEX HALL, LEADENHALL STREET.—A GRAND CON. EsrasuisHep A. M. 5591—-1831.— Under the Patronage of © | 
CERT, in aid of the Funds of the above Society, will take place on Her Majesty the QUEEN DOWAGER. 
Tuesday, March 25, 1845, at which the following eminent Artistes will ap- Her Royal Highness the DUCHESS OF KENT. Sid 
pear:—Miss Dolby, Miss Emma Lucombe, Miss Rainforth, Miss Poole, Miss : His Royal Highness the DUKE OF CAMBRIDGE, K.G. 
pees Jones, Mr, Stretton, Mr. A. Leo, Mr. E. L. Hime (by the kind per- His Grace the von va BUCCLEUCH, K.G, 
mission of J. M. Maddox, Esq.), and Mr. John Parry. Several engagements | ce-£ alronesses. 
are pending with other eminent Artistes, whose names will ig Taly an- || LADY ROLLE. LADY MONTEFIORE, 
nounced. President—Frederick Hart, Esq. Vice- President—Henry Moses, 
: Mr. Gratton Cooke on the Oboe. Mr. Frederick Chatterton (Harpist to Treasurer—Samuel Moses, Esq, ) 
Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Gloucester, and the Courts of France : BALL, in aid of the Funds of the above Charity, will take Place at Willy 
aod Belgium). | £4 Rooms, St. James, on Thursday, May 8th, 1845. 
Conductor—Mr., Louis Leo. | Stewards. 
Admi sion tot 6d.: R te || His Excellency Count Kielmansegge. | Baron Lionel de Rothechila, 
‘ the Hel), dure Seats, 17, Seats, 5s. The Right Hon. the Earl of Errol. Baron Anthony de Rothschild, 


: The Right Hon. the Earl of Munster. | Baron Meyer de Rothschild, 
Tickets. may be had of Messrs. Dyte and Son, 106, Strand; of the Com- The Richt Hon. Viscount Seaham. Sir Hoary: Webb, Bart. , 


mittee ; and at the Library of the Institution, Sussex Hall, ) Lord Dudley Coutts Stuart. Sir Peter Laurie, Alderman. — 
| _ Doors open at half- sca Seven—to commence at Eight. || The Right Hon. Lord Paget. | Sir Moses Montefiore, F.R.S, 
| Count Louis de Noailles. Sheriff Sidney, Alderman, 
M R. LOVER 2 Author of Rory O’ sare) « will appear at SUSSEX HALL, Joshua Alexander, Esq. Isaac Jalfon, Esq. 
52, Leadenhall Street, on Monday, March 3\st, in his favourite IRISH Mr. Under Sheriff’ Ashurst. Joseph, Jun. Esq, 
- popular at the Hanover Square Rooms), containing Sketches of Character ae ’ | 
Samuel Cartwright, Esq. -F.R.S. | Henry Moses, Esq. Vice-Presideng, 
ae SONGS, and the original Story of | General Caulfield, C.B. | Samuel Moses, Esq. Treasurer, 
? 5! Maurice da Costa, Esq. | | Benjamin Moses, Esq. 
ickets, Programmes, and Books the Son gs to be had of the Secretary Hananel de Castro, adie | Henry Moses, Esq. . 
at the Hall, ‘|| Aley Davis, Esq. | | | Major Oliphant, | | 
Admission, to the body of the Hall, ls. 6d.; Gallery, 2s.; Sofa Seats on Captain Eastwick. | -, | Laurence Phillips. Esq. 
the Platform, 3s. Doors open at a quarter before 8—to commence at a I. B. Elkin, Esq. - | David Pincherle, Esq. 
conclude about a past 10. Samuel H. Ellis, Jun. Esq. A. W. Robarts, Esq. 
Michael Emanuel, Esq. | David Salomons, Esq. 
Jonas Engel, Es Salomons, Es 
pewis NATIONAL FRIENDLY ASSOCIAT rION, for the Manufacture Charles Esq. Ala. Horatio S. Samuel, 
read.— Enrolled pursuant to Act of Parliament. Sydney Goldsmid, Esq. Solomon Sequerra, Esq. 
fice and Manufactory —27, Guulstone Square, Whitechapel. Haim Guedalla, Esq. M, G. Silva, Esq. 
he Committee of the above Society announce with pleasure that they _ Frederick Hart, Esq. President. | William Thornborrow, Esq. 
have reduced the price of Passover Bread for the ensuing Festival to 4id. || Lionel H, Helbert, sq. | J. J. Travers, Esq. | 
per tb. for the best quality, and 33d. for the second ditto; and, with a view || John Humphery, Esq. Ald. MP. ‘J. L. Travers, Esq. 
of accommodating their Friends resident in the Country, undertake to for- || Andrew Kennedy Hutchison, bie | D.W. Wire, Eat ys 
ward their ordeys for Grocery, &e, at the prices charged for them by the |) John Johnson, Esq. Alderman. : : W. Wilkinson, Esq. 
London tradesmen. | ‘lb he d f M. j 
P lat 1¢ Musica rrangements willbe under the superinten ence o ullien, 
| oes and Fancy Cakes s at Is. 6d. has kindly offered his services to conduct the occasion. 
To prevent disappointment, thie Committee wilt’ hold. ickets, including Refreshments, 10s. 6d. each (not transferable), to be ha 
selves responsible for the execution of country orders unless transmitted on | 
| BALL in aid of the Funds of the above Institution will be given 
CONGREG ATION. OF UNIT KD BRE THREN OF THE JEWISH FAITH, Thursday, the 3rd April, at Willis’ Rooms, King-street, St. James. 
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA, Patronesses. 
TANTED for the above Congregation, a Gentleman (an unmarried Et slish Mrs. H. de Castro : a _ Miss Goldsmid 
Ww: one would be preterred), qualified to officiate as LECTU RER, ln -Mrs.Samuel Cohen David Haes. 
Oya‘ yp; Sya and wnw ; the latter to be only temporary. The salary || Mrs, Isaac Cohen Baroness A. de Rotbschild 
be £200 sterling per annum, with a free residence; and it is presumed L.. De Symons” Denis | 
‘ ‘that a School, which he will be required to superintend, and to give in- a es |. Mee. Simon. Samant 
struction in Hebrew and English, will yield an additional yearly sum of 
about £100, Francie H. Goldsmid, Esq., President. 
Application to be made to: Messrs. & Esq. Vice- President. 
street, » Houndsditch. | Lawnance, Castle Haim Guedalla, Esq., Treasurer. 
| | < Walter Josephs, Esq., Honorar y Secretary. 
For the Support of the Aged and for the Educati || Henry H. Cohen, Esq. se sie ‘S.J. Joseph, Esq. 
Employment samuel Cohen, Esq. Joseph, Esq. 
tion will be held at the Howse, Mile End, on Sunday, the 30th March, Alfred Davis, Es annie Job Ppl Esq. M.P. 
at 11 o'Clock in the Forenoon, for the purpose of Confirming the Election Maurice Dyte: * n 
_of Honorary Officers, and to receive the Annual Report on the state of the || E Es 
Charity. And for such other Business as may occur, | | Tames 
eh, 60 will be taken at Twelve o’Clock precisely. Esa. Roberts, 
i are S45 e 44. 
(By order) S. SOLOMON, Secretary, Sir I. L. Goldsmid, Bart. F.R.S. | Hon. Lord J. Russell, M# 
JEWS’ FREE SCHOOL, Bell Lane, Spitalf || Francis H. Goldsmid, Esq. Silva, Esq. 
Girl. pi a elds, For 600 Boys and | F. D. Goldsmid, Esq. Charles 
The ANNIVERSARY DINNER in aid of the Fund | Aaron Goldsmid, Jun., Esq. David Salomons, £84 
will take place at the London Tavern, Bish opsgate Street, oh Haim Nathan Solomop, 
the 27th instant. David Haes, Esq. Sampson Samuel, 
David Salomons, Esq., President, in the Chai G. E. Hodgkinson, Esq. | Barnard Van Oven, +4: 
Moses, J. Helbert Helbert, Esq. Jacob Waley, Esq. 
Treasurers—I\saac Cohen, Esq., and Alfred Davis, Esq, ted J. A. Joseph, Esq. Col. Thomas Wood, M.P. 


Stewards. Tickets, including Refreshments, Ten Shillings and Sixpence each. 
- Jerael Barned Esq. S plication to be made to the Stewards; to Walter Josephs, Esq., No. 15, South 
Henry H, Cohen, Esq. Stephen Pegler, Esq. |} street, Finsbury-square, or to Isaac B. Elkin, Esa., No. 20, Upper Bedlort 
J. Deacon, Esq. tocherle, Esq. place, Russell-square, Honorary Secretaries. 


Simon Samuel, Esq. Pace 
P. HL. Goldsmid, Esq. | i John Wagg, Esq. a Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Circus oo? py! 
alentine, at the Jew ronicie ce 182, Houndsdite and b 
S. SOLOMON, Secretary, ¥ noster-row, in the city of London. a ‘Friday March 2! 1, 1 
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